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Why do we focus on motorcycle riders?

Why do we focus on young riders?

Welcome to the second edition of Driving Vision Zero.
This quarter we are focusing on motorcycle riders. 

Young riders account for around 16% 
of all motorcycle miles travelled in 
Essex but comprise 33% of those 
killed or seriously injured. 

In other words, they are twice as likely 
to be killed or seriously injured than 
older and more experienced 
motorcyclists and more than 100 
times more likely than car drivers to 
be killed or seriously injured.

There is a tremendous amount 
to enjoy whilst biking in Essex  
but SERP is focussed on, what it 
considers to be, the unacceptably 
high number of motorcyclists killed 
or seriously injured (KSI) in our 
county.

Motorcyclists are at the highest 
risk of being killed or seriously 
injured on our roads; in fact, they 
are at 50 times more risk than a 
car driver. 



Fatal collisions 
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A case study

Our beautiful boy, Liam lost his life just three weeks after passing 
his test 600 cc CBT in September 2018. 
Despite riding safely, his sheer lack of experience handling such a 
powerful vehicle meant he lost control, and despite the 
emergency services extensive efforts, passed away at the scene 
as a result of his injuries. The law states that immediately after 
passing your test you are allowed to ride 600 cc bikes and up-
wards with no restrictions on the power of the vehicle if you are 
aged 24+. We are petitioning to change this law to be based on 
progressive rider experience and bike power categorisation. 

Liam Holding was travelling home to Pitsea on the A12 on September 27 after visit-
ing his girlfriend when he lost control of his Yamaha bike, sliding along the 
carriageway before crashing into a lorry ahead of him.

Sadly, despite the best efforts of paramedics, the 24-year-old was pronounced dead 
on the carriageway.
His death was described as a ‘tragic accident’ by the coroner at his inquest on 
Friday, March 22, a term she also used in her summary of the incident.

SERP encourages all riders to take advantage of its free training opportunities. Once riders 
have passed their test they can apply for training ranging from free assessments to 
machine skills courses. Visit the SERP website to see what ‘Hugger’ is all about, what 
courses are on offer and to view the downloads giving practical tips on better riding 
techniques. You can never be too good.
For younger riders and those who haven’t yet passed their test, we have been working in 
partnership with Highways England to provide data analysis for their ‘Ride Free’ project 
which tested on-line enhanced Compulsory Basic Training (CBT) for learners and a two 
day course.  We also target young riders in Essex – see the next section.

Liam’s parents said:
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In the spotlight

“I thought it was a great idea as it helps to show the 
dangers when riding a bike but also the ways to prevent 
those dangers.
“It taught me how to be safer on the roads and how 
properly fitting gear could save you from serious injuries. 
Thank you, SERP!”

Given the chance to win one of two brand new bikes, full protective kit and a year’s free 
insurance, almost 500 young Essex riders entered into the ‘Street Spirit’ campaign. 

Having watched informative videos covering the main issues leading to crashes and in-
juries for young riders, the two winners: Jamie, 18, from Clacton and Stephen, 17, from 
Pitsea had this to say about the campaign...

A refreshed version of the campaign will launch again 
in 2020 with the innovative addition of a virtual reality 
film, which serves as a training video - the first of it’s 
kind in the UK! The film was data-led and covers all of 
the problematic areas faced by young riders, such as 
roundabouts, filtering and junctions. Keep an eye on 
our website for its release! 

“The campaign elaborated on skills taught on the CBT to 
stay safe while riding, and also taught me how to properly 
maintain my bike and how to check it’s in a safe condition 
to ride. It also taught me how to properly gear myself to 
ride, which is just as important as riding on a well 
maintained bike.”



SERP

www.facebook.com/SaferEssexRoads/

www.twitter.com/SaferEssexRoads

News Make sure you follow us on 

SERP        4


